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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


HEBDEN  ROYD  U.D.C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

J.  LYONS,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

NORMAN  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector — 

T.  W.  TINDALL,  A.R.S.H.,  M.S.I.A. 

WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Preventive  Medical  Services  : Health  Division  19. 

Staff  with  duties  in  the  Hebden  Royd  District: — 

Divisional  Medical  Officer — As  above  (M.O.H.) 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer — 

*NORMAN  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer— 

* ALICE  SEELIG,  M.D.  (Retired  January,  1956). 

Medical  Officers  to  Hebden  Royd  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics— 

MADELEINE  A.  DOWDALL,  MB.,  Ch.B.,  at 
Hebden  Bridge; 

T.  M.  CRAWFORD,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  at  Mytholmroyd. 

School  Dental  Officer — 

Vacant. 

Health  Visitors — 

R.  I.  M.  SCHOLLICK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  LITTLE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

*M.  E.  GRIFFIN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (commenced 
1-7-1955). 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor — 

*B.  G.  NICHOLL,  S.R.N. 
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Mental  Health  Social  Worker — 

*E.  C.  WROE,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher  (Qualified) — 

*M.  H.  GRAHAM,  B.A. 

Midwife— 

*M.  COGAN,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

*D.  SANDERSON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Home  Nurses— 

*1.  COLLUMBELL,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

*A.  M.  SCHOLLICK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

* Also  have  duties  in  other  parts  of  the  Division, 

HALIFAX  AREA  HOSPITALS  MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Consultant  Staff — 

Chest  Physician: 

BERTRAM  MANN,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon: 

W.  O.  LODGE,  M.D.,  F.I.C.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.) 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon: 

P.  M.  WOOD,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon: 

G.  HYMAN,  M B.,  F.R.C.S. 
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HEBDEN  ROYD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1955 

Abraham  Ormerod  Medical  Centre, 

Todmorden. 

October,  1956 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  ninth  Annual  Report 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration.  Under  the  Divisional  Health  Scheme  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  local  health  services 
and  has  similar  functions  in  the  Borough  of  Todmorden,  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Ripponden  and  the 
Rural  District  of  Hepton.  The  scheme  has  led  to  a closer 
integration  of  local  authority  health  services. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  follow  the  pattern 
characteristic  of  the  Calder  Valley.  The  birth  rate  (12.8 
per  1,000  population)  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1954,  but 
is  still  an  exceptionally  low  figure.  Fortunately  quality 
varied  inversely  with  quantity,  there  being  no  maternal 
deaths  and  only  two  infant  deaths,  as  compared  with  four 
infant  deaths  in  the  previous  year  and  six  in  1953.  Deaths 
exceeded  live  births  by  40,  with  the  result  that  the  popula- 
tion fell  below  the  10,000  mark  for  the  first  time. 

Associated  with  this  population  trend  is  a steady 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  aged  persons  in  the  community. 
The  triumphs  of  my  predecessors  in  preventive  medicine, 
supplemented  by  advances  in  the  standards  of  curative 
medicine  and  surgery,  have  enabled  more  and  more  persons 
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to  survive  to  old  age.  When  this  is  accompanied  by  a low 
birth  rate,  as  in  this  district,  the  “top-heavy”  age -constitu- 
tion of  the  population  becomes  particularly  evident.  It  has, 
for  example,  been  estimated  that  one  house  in  every  four 
is  occupied  by  a single  elderly  person.  The  demands  on  the 
services  of  general  practitioners,  home  nurses,  health  visitors 
and  home  helps  are  disproportionately  heavy  and  the 
geography  of  this  hilly  and  partly  rural  locality  makes 
assistance  far  from  easy  to  apply  in  many  cases.  The  home 
help  service  in  particular  is  handicapped  by  the  relative 
inaccessibility  of  many  houses,  as  well  as  by  difficulties  in 
recruitment.  On  occasion,  the  aged  persons  needing  most 
help  are  the  ones  for  which  we  cannot  provide. 

The  standard  of  housing  of  the  older  folk  is,  in  general, 
below  that  of  the  rest  of  the  community.  Life  is  so  often 
rendered  unnecessarily  difficult  and  hazardous  by  such 
features  as  defective  natural  lighting,  inefficient  or  unguarded 
fire  grates,  inadequate  cooking  and  washing  facilities,  steep 
steps  and  rickety  or  narrow  stairs,  outside  privies  or  toilets, 
absence  of  baths  and  washbasins,  inadequate  hot  water, 
faulty  gas  fittings  and  easily  frozen  pipes.  This  sort  of 
environment  would  present  a problem  for  young  and  active 
families.  How  much  worse  is  it,  then,  for  those  weakened 
by  age,  impoverished  by  retirement  and  demoralised  by 
frustration  and  loneliness?  Neither  an  extended  domiciliary 
service  nor  institutional  care  is  the  complete  answer  to  this 
problem.  My  own  experience  is  that  the  aged  rarely  seek 
institutional  care  before  the  situation  has  become  desperate. 
When  they  do  ultimately  secure  a place  in  a welfare  home, 
they  go  only  with  sorrowful  reluctance. 

Housing  Authorities  hold  the  key  to  the  solution  of  this 
problem.  The  old  folks  should  be  brought  back  into  the 
community,  into  dwellings  which  are  easy  to  live  in  and 
easy  to  manage,  and  where  assistance,  if  required,  can  be 
easily  given.  Local  Authorities,  with  their  vested  interest 
in  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  community,  cannot  con 
tinue  to  postpone  action  indefinitely  on  economic  grounds. 
Should  not  the  community  as  a whole,  in  this  era  of  full 
employment,  be  capable  of  making  this  investment  in  its 
own  future?  Is  it  that  we  cannot  afford  or  that  we  do  not 
wish  to  afford?  The  cost  of  basic  essential  local  government 
services  (including  housing)  is  negligible  compared  with  the 
combined  cost  of  such  luxuries  as  alcohol,  tobacco, 
television,  etc.  The  community  must  reconsider  and  revise 
its  scale  of  values  and  then  decide  what  are  the  true  basic 
pre-requisites  of  health  and  happiness. 
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The  housing  of  the  aged  is,  of  course,  but  a part 
(though  an  important  part)  of  the  general  housing  problem. 
In  the  summer  of  1955  the  Hebden  Royd  Council  submitted 
a programme  of  slum  clearance  to  the  Minister.  This 
envisaged  the  clearance  within  five  years  of  four  areas  with 
a total  of  208  houses.  No  start  has  to  date  been  made  on  the 
implementation  of  this  formidable  undertaking  and  it  is 
becoming  clear  that  this  target  cannot  be  reached.  The  high 
cost  of  re -housing  the  displaced  occupants  is  the  reason  for 
the  Council’s  hesitancy.  The  problem  is  nevertheless  one 
that  cannot  be  shelved  for  an  indefinite  period;  too  many 
families  are  suffering  the  hardship  of  living  in  decrepit, 
comfortless  dwellings.  Furthermore,  deterioration  of  property 
is  in  general  proceeding  much  more  rapidly  than  repair 
and  improvement.  Any  dilatory  tackling  of  the  problem  can 
therefore  only  make  the  ultimate  task  even  heavier.  There 
is  the  additional  danger  that  if  this  authority  lags  behind 
others  the  district  will  rapidly  become  notorious  for  its 
reservoir  of  sub -standard  low -rented  houses,  so  attracting 
the  ne’er-do-well  families  from  many  miles  around,  some 
of  them  coming  perhaps  from  the  cleared  slum  areas  of  other 
towns.  This  would  destroy  the  traditions  and  character  of 
a district  whose  inhabitants  have  been  justly  proud  of  their 
integrity,  reliability  and  sense  of  community. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness,  patience  and  co-operation,  and  to 
thank  Mr.  Tindall,  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  most  willing 
assistance  in  helping  me  to  tackle  the  numerous  problems  of 
the  Health  Department. 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  LYONS,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


Vital  Statistics 


Statistics — 

Area:  7,084  acres  (Hebden  Bridge  Ward  476  acres, 
Mytholmroyd  Ward  6,608  acres). 

Population:  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  mid -1955  9,950 

1951  Census  10,233 

Number  of  dwellinghouses:  3,983. 

Rateable  Value:  £67,893. 

Product  of  a penny  rate:  £269  12s.  2d. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics — 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

122* 

5* 

56 

3 

66 

2 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  Population: 
12.8 

Still  Births— 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births:  23.1 

All  Deaths 

167 

76 

91 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population: 
16.8 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

2 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths 
under  1 year  per  1,000  five 
births) : 15.7 

^These  figures  include  births  outside  the  Urban  District  to 
mothers  usually  resident  in  Hebden  Royd. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HEBDEN  ROYD  DISTRICT 

1955 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  M.  F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 — 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  • — — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  — — 

4.  Diphtheria  — — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  — — 


7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  — — 

8.  Measles  i — — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  — 1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  5 5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 4 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  7 9 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 — 

16.  Diabetes  1 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  9 14 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ,■ 21  13 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  — 3 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  13  22 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  , — 1 

22.  Influenza  1 1 

23.  Pneumonia  2 — 

24.  Bronchitis  3 5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  — — 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2 — 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  — — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  • — — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  1 — 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- defined  diseases  ...  4 8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 — 

34.  All  other  accidents  — 1 

35.  Suicide  1 1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — — 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  76  91 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  (955 

Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Figures 
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SECTION  II 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


A.  Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Hebden  Royd.  Patients 
requiring  hospital  treatment  are  referred  as  a rule  to  hos- 
pitals under  the  administration  of  the  Halifax  Hospitals 
Management  Committee  (National  Health  Service).  Included 
in  this  group  are  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  Royal  Hali- 
fax Infirmary,  St.  John’s  Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick),  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases, 
Shelf  Sanatorium,  Todmorden  Fielden  Hospital  (for  long 
stay  medical  cases  in  children),  and  Todmorden  Stansfield 
View  Hospital  for  mentally  defective  patients. 


During  1955  the  maternity  work  at  the  Royal  Halifax 
Infirmary  was  discontinued  and  beds  are  now  only  avail- 
able at  the  Halifax  General  Hospital.  Priority  in  booking  is 
given  to  abnormal  cases,  mothers  expecting  their  first  child, 
and  mothers  with  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 


Special  hospitals  (e.g.,  Mental  Hospitals,  special  Ortho- 
paedic Hospitals,  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside  the 
Halifax  area  are  available  when  required;  they  are  situated 
in  various  parts  of  the  so-called  “ Leeds  Hospital  Region  ” 
which  in  fact  extends  into  all  three  Ridings. 

B.  Ambsulasicc  Service 

The  County  Council  took  over  the  control  of  the 
ambulance  service  towards  the  end  of  1947.  The  area  served 
by  the  Todmorden  Ambulance  Depot  now  includes  Hebden 
Bridge  but  not  Mytholmroyd  which  is  covered  by  the 
Halifax  Corporation  Ambulance  Service  under  an  agency 
agreement.  This  is  not  regarded  as  an  ideal  arrangement. 

C,  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  at  laboratories  in  Wakefield  and 
Bradford. 
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D.  Issue  of  Anti-Toxin,  etc. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  avail- 
able at  the  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  and  the  Halifax 
General  Hospital  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring 
them.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  sup- 
plies of  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  also  kept  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  The  Medical  Centre,  Todmorden,  for  the  use 
of  local  medical  practitioners  in  the  division.  A supply  of 
reagents  for  diphtheria  and  whooping-cough  immunisation 
is  also  available  free  of  charge  to  private  practitioners  who 
have  undertaken  to  participate  in  the  West  Riding  County 
Council’s  schemes  of  immunisation. 

SECTION  III 

W.R.C.d  Preventive  Health  Services 

A.  Clinks  and  Treatment  Centres 

PITT  STREET  CLINIC,  HEBDEN  BRIDGE.— The 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  here  every  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  afternoon  with  Dr.  M.  A.  Dowdall  in 
attendance,  together  with  the  Health  Visitors,  and  an  Ante 
Natal  Clinic  similarly  staffed  was  held  every  Friday  after- 
noon. The  School  Clinic  was  held  every  Wednesday  morning 
and  was  attended  by  a doctor.  Sunlight  clinics  are  held  every 
Tuesday  and  Friday  morning. 

SCOUT  ROAD  METHODIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL.— 
Dr.  T.  M.  Crawford  attended  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinic  at  Mytholmroyd  on  alternate  Wednesday  after- 
noons. 

B.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

HEBDEN  ROYD  ANTE  NATAL  CLINIC 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  during  the  year  103* 


Total  number  of  attendances  ...  531* 

HEBDEN  ROYD  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Number  of  consultations  by  doctor  during  the  year  1,360* 

Total  number  of  attendances  4,047* 

HOME  VISITING  OF  INFANTS 

Total  number  of  live  births  to  Hebden  Royd  mothers  127 

Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year  125 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1 year  1,027 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  1 — 5 years  ...  1,661 
* These  figures  include  mothers  and  children  who  reside  in  the 


Hepton  Rural  District  but  attend  the  clinics  in  Hebden  Royd. 
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PROVISION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS,  ETC. 

A variety  of  brands  of  dried  milk  and  other  infant  foods 
are  sold  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  for  the  convenience  of 
mothers. 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice,  etc., 
are  also  distributed  at  the  Centres  under  revised  arrange- 
ments instituted  in  July,  1954,  when  the  County  Council 
became  responsible  for  this  service. 

DAY  NURSERY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  Day  Nursery  situated  in  the  centre  of  Hebden 
Bridge  to  which  children  under  5 years  could  be  admitted 
under  certain  conditions  was  closed  in  June,  1955,  but 
priority  cases  from  the  Hebden  Royd  area  may  be  admitted 
to  the  Nursery  at  Todmorden. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  are  available  for 
use  in  the  homes  in  cases  requiring  them. 

PROVISION  OF  MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  con- 
finement in  their  own  homes. 

C.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 
Midwifery  Service 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  employ  two  full-time 
midwives  in  the  Hebden  Royd  area.  One  nurse  is 
responsible  for  the  work  in  the  Hebden  Bridge  and 
Hepton  districts;  the  other  nurse’s  area  covers  the 
Mytholmroyd,  Luddenden  Foot  and  Midgley  districts. 


etc. 

Number  of  confinements  at  home  65 

Number  of  confinements  in  hospital  62 


Analgesia 

The  midwives  are  trained  in  the  administration  of  gas 
and  air  analgesia  and  provided  with  the  necessary 
equipment. 

Home  Nursing  Service 

There  are  two  full-time  Home  Nurses  working  in  the 
Hebden  Royd  Urban  District.  Their  areas  are  similar 
to  those  worked  by  the  two  midwives. 

D.  Health  Visiting 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with 
those  of  School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health 
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Service  Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children 
and  persons  (including  adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also  gives 
advice  in  the  home  as  to  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection. 

E.  Home  Helps 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  women  to  be  Home  Helps 
again  proved  to  be  difficult.  During  1955  60  cases  were 
attended  by  Home  Helps,  and  the  total  number  of  hours 
worked  was  7,518  as  compared  with  10,478  hours  the  pre- 
vious year. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
the  County  Council  provide  domestic  help  for  households 
“ where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.  ’ 

Of  the  60  cases  attended  in  1955,  Home  Helps  were 
provided  for  the  following  reasons:  47  aged  and  chronic 
sick,  11  maternity,  and  2 illness. 

F.  Care  and  After  Care 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and 
after  care  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental 
illness  or  defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 

G.  School  Health  Service 

Number  of  schools  in  the  district  8 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  end  of 

1955  1,976 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1955  908 

this  figure  being  made  up  as  follows: — 

Routine  examinations  725 

Re-examinations  183 

Number  of  above  children  referred  for  treatment  26 

H.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  and 
vaccination  against  small  pox  may  be  done  either  at  the 
clinic  or  by  the  family  doctor. 
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Number  of  Children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  had  completed 
full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  1955 


Age 

0-1 

. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Began  and 
completed 
Injections  1955 

7 

57 

7 

- 

- 

11 

7 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  93 


Immunised  in 

...  1 

. 

previous  years 
re-treated  1955 

' 

• [ - | 1 

51 

29 

10 

8 5 

23 

23 

Total  150 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population 

Number  of  Children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  had  completed 
a full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  at  any  time  to 

31-12-55 


Age 

at  31-12-55 
.e.  born  in  year 

Under  i 

1 

| 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 to  9 

10  to  1 4)  Total 
junder15 

7 

71 

76 

105 

78 

630 

1 

663  1630 

Es  timated  Mid-year  population  (under  15  years)  ...  1876 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population 

Number  of  children  in  Hebden  Royd  who  completed  a full 
course  of  whooping  cough  immunisation,  1955 


Age  at  final 
injection 

Under 

6 mths 

6 mths  to 

1 year 

1-2  yrs 

2-3  yrs 

3-4  yrs 

Total 

No.  immunised 

— 

20 

13 

— 

2 

35 

During  the  year  there  were  1 1 notified  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough.  None  of  the  children  concerned  had  com- 
pleted the  full  course  of  immunisation. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a course  of 
whooping  cough  immunisation  at  any  time  before  31:12:55 


Age  31:12:55 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 

1955 

1 

1954 

2 

1953 

3 

1952 

4 

1951 

5 

1950 

6 

1949 

Total 

No.  immunised 

5 

32 

29 

22 

10 

10 

9 

117 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

During  the  year  72  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
smallpox.  Of  this  number,  52  were  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year. 
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SECTION  IV 


Infectious  Diseases 

Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  year  1955 


Disease  Total  Cases  Notified 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Whooping  cough  11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  4 — 

Measles  , . 157 

Diphtheria  . . . — 

Acute  pneumonia  , — 

Dysentery  23 


Smallpox  

Acute  encephalitis  

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 
Paratyphoid  fevers 


Erysipelas  2 

Meningococcal  infection  — 

Food  poisoning  3 

Puerperal  pyrexia  — 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  6 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  4 


212 


Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1955  are  given 
in  detail  in  the  following  table: — 


NEW 

CASES 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 

5—14  

— 

1 

1 1 

15—24 

1 

1 

1 — 

25—44  

..........  1 

1 

— 1 

45—64 

1 

65  and  over 

— ^ _ 

< 

Totals  3 

3 

2 2 
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HEBDEN  ROYD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1955 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Waterworks  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  sixth  report 
as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  my  efforts  were  directed  primarily  to 
the  completion  of  the  housing  survey,  to  the  detriment, 
unfortunately,  of  a great  deal  of  other  important  work  which 
had  of  necessity  to  be  left  undone.  The  result  of  the  survey 
disclosed  a slum  problem  of  considerable  magnitude,  having 
regard  to  the  size  of  the  district.  The  implementation  of  the 
approved  programme  of  slum  clearance  will  cause  a heavy 
extra  burden  and  will,  in  fact,  be  impossible  to  carry  out 
unless  additional  qualified  staff  is  available. 

I am  afraid  I must  once  again  draw  attention  to  the 
need  for  a qualified  deputy.  Quite  apart  from  the  additional 
work  involved  in  slum  clearance,  the  absence  of  an  assis- 
tant means  that  no  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  during 
my  unavoidable  absences  from  duty  for  any  reason.  Any- 
thing less  than  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  must  bs 
regarded  as  most  unsatisfactory. 

Inspections  of  premises  handling  food  show  an  appre- 
ciable reduction  on  the  previous  years.  This  is  regrettable 
but  unavoidable  owing  to  preoccupation  with  the  housing 
survey  and  meat  inspection.  Each  premises  should  be  visited 
at  least  twice  a year  to  ensure  even  the  minimum  of  super- 
vision, a frequency  unattainable  in  present  circumstances. 
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Refuse  collection  was  maintained  on  a weekly  basis 
throughout  the  year  except  for  a short  period  during  the 
worst  of  the  winter  weather.  Even  then,  every  effort  was 
made  to  maintain  the  service  and  only  a few  areas  com 
pletely  inaccessible  owing  to  snowbound  roads  were  not 
emptied  with  the  usual  frequency.  Such  weather  is  a severe 
test  for  outdoor  staff  and  the  Cleansing  Department  work- 
men performed  splendidly  in  difficult  and  sometimes  dan- 
gerous conditions. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  a slight 
reduction  in  the  nett  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 
This  was  due  to  a considerable  increase  in  income  from  sal  - 
vage.  It  is  not  possible  to  effect  further  economies  in  opera- 
tion and  at  the  same  time  maintain  an  efficient  service  whilst 
costs  of  labour  and  materials  continue  to  rise  with  regularity. 
It  therefore  appears  that  some  reliance  must  be  placed  upon 
salvage  income  to  keep  nett  costs  down,  but  the  waste  paper 
market  itself  is  a variable  and  unpredictable  quantity. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  1955  was  one  of  the  better 
years  from  the  salvage  point  of  view  and  the  Department 
took  every  advantage  of  the  situation,  the  total  of ^11  tons 
equalling  the  1942  output  which  was  the  highest  recorded. 
The  prices  obtained  were  considerably  less  than  during  the 
boom  year  of  1951  but  nevertheless  showed  a very  satis- 
factory margin  of  profit. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  Dr.  Lyons,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  Dr.  Gordon,  his  deputy,  for 
their  unfailing  help  at  all  times  so  readily  given.  I would 
also  thank  the  other  chief  officials  of  the  Council  for  pro- 
viding certain  statistics  from  their  records  for  inclusion  in 
this  report. 

Finally,  may  I record  my  appreciation  of  the  keen 
interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  W.  TINDALL,  A.R.S.H.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  3,983 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  1955: 

(a)  by  the  local  authority  20 

(b)  by  private  builders  , 3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1955  nil 

Number  otherwise  ceased  to  be  used  as  dwelling- 

houses  6 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Halifax  Corporation  and 
distributed  by  the  Council.  In  addition,  there  is  a large 


number  of  private  supplies. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  on  public  supply  3,194 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  not  on  public  supply  789 


During  the  year  an  extension  to  the  mains  at  Stephen 
Street,  Hebden  Bridge,  was  completed,  comprising  60  yards 
of  4in.  main. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Extensions. — 166  yards  of  6in.  diameter  sewer  laid  at 
Dodd  Naze  housing  site. 

Improvements. — 80  yards  of  9in.  diameter  sewer  re-laid 
in  Back  Market  Street. 

There  still  remain  some  400  houses  not  connected  to  a 
public  sewer,  of  which  number  approximately  one -quarter 
are  drained  to  septic  tanks  and  filters  or  cesspools. 


Closet  Accommodation 

Total  number  of  closets  in  the  district  4,359 

Number  of  privies  with  covered  middens  3 

Number  of  pail  closets  , 276 

Waste  water  closets  12 

Water  closets  4,068 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  t 1 

Waste  water  closets  converted  to  water  closets  1 

Additional  closets  installed  during  1955: 

(a)  for  old  property  23 

(b)  for  new  houses  23 

Percentage  of  water  closets  on  water  carriage  93.32 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year 

Nuisances  ;...  449 

Dwellinghouses  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts)  665 
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Drainage  102 

Places  of  entertainment  (sanitary  conveniences)  9 

Atmospheric  pollution: 

Smote  observations  14 

Recording  instruments  305 

319 

Offensive  trades  1 

Water  supplies  30 

Infectious  diseases  149 

Common  lodging  houses  . 1 

Moveable  dwellings  , ;...  2 

Food: 

Food  inspection  187 

Catering  establishments  2 

Bakehouses  9 

Butchers’  shops  4 

Ice  cream  dealers  9 

Fried  fish  shops  , 3 

Food  shops  14 

Other  premises  12 

— 240 

Factories: 

Mechanical  12 

Non-mechanical  5 

Workplaces  1 

Outworkers’  premises  7 

Factory  fire  escapes  * 8 

33 

Shops  Act  6 

Rodent  Control  142 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  11 

Interviews  with  owners  and  contractors  on  site  171 

Hairdressers  and  barbers  3 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  119 

Salvage  6 


2,459 


Samples  taken: 

Bacterio- 

Water:  logical  Chemical 

Public  supplies  — — 

Private  supplies  13  — 

Plumbo- solvency  — 6 
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Milk: 


Designated  t,. 3 

Undesignated  3 

Biological  2 

— 8 

Ice  cream  5 


NUISANCES  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


100  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during 
the  year,  the  principal  causes  of  complaint  being  defective 
drains  and  rodent  infestations. 


Informal 

Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1954  34 


Notices  served  during  1955  j 84 

Notices  complied  with  in  1955  90 


Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1955  28 


Statutory 

1 

14 

10 

5 


The  number  of  informal  notices  served  is  a slight 
decrease  on  the  preceding  year,  but  statutory  notices  served 
totalled  twice  as  many  as  in  1954,  approximately  half  of 
which  required  the  replacement  of  defective  dustbins.  No 
doubt  the  ever  increasing  prices  of  dustbins  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  this  and  the  purchase  tax  of  11/ 6d.  per  bin 
now  imposed  on  these  necessary  articles  will  tend  to  increase 
even  further  the  reluctance  to  replace  them  when  worn  out. 
The  following  is  a list  of  sanitary  improvement  carried  out 
during  the  year  following  formal  and  informal  action  by 
this  Department: — 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 


Defective  dustbins  replaced  

Defective  sanitary  pails  replaced  

Dampness  of  walls  remedied  

Dampness  of  floors  remedied  

Cellar  floors  drained  

Windows  repaired  

External  doors  made  weatherproof  ... 

Walls  and  ceilings  replastered  

Defective  floors  repaired  

Water  closet  apartment  doors  renewed 

Defective  drains  repaired  

Obstructed  drains  cleared  

Septic  tanks  repaired  

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  

Drains  re-laid  

Sewers  re-laid  


140 

9 

14 

1 

1 

4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
7 
6 
2 

5 
3 
1 
1 
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Light  and  ventilation  provided  to  water  closet  apart- 


ment   , 1 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  1 

Leaking  eaves  gutters  renewed  8 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  6 

Leaking  skylights  repaired  4 

Defective  roof  timbers  replaced  1 

Additional  water  closets  installed  23 

Additional  wash  basins  installed  ,...  12 

Additional  baths  installed  ,...  14 

Additional  sinks  provided  2 

Obstructed  gullies  cleared  3 

Privy  conversions  , 2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  4 

Filthy  premises  cleansed  1 

Adequate  water  supplies  provided  1 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  all  endeavours  were  directed  towards 
the  survey  of  the  district  and  preparation  of  a programme  of 
slum  clearance,  as  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  It  was  only  possible  to  complete  this  in 
the  time  specified  by  leaving  in  abeyance  many  other  impor- 
tant duties,  such  as  food  hygiene,  sampling,  atmospheric 
pollution,  etc. 

On  completion  of  the  survey,  the  information  obtained 
was  collected  and  a report  prepared  and  presented  to  the 
Housing  Committee. 

The  following  figures,  obtained  from  the  survey,  are 
interesting  and  indicate  the  extent  of  the  housing  problem  in 


this  area. 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  in  district  3,983 

Number  unfit  for  habitation  483 

Number  requiring  major  repairs  or  recondi- 
tioning   370 

Number  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense  515 
Percentage  of  houses  unfit  12% 


It  is  anticipated  that  an  appreciable  number  of  the  370 
houses  which  are  now  considered  to  be  capable  of  recondi- 
tioning may  eventually  have  to  be  transferred  to  the  list  of 
houses  for  demolition  or  closure.  It  was  a considerable  dis- 
appointment to  the  Housing  Committee  that  none  of  the 
owners  of  this  class  of  property  took  advantage  of  the 
improvement  grant  scheme. 

There  are  some  410  back-to-back  houses  in  the  area 
and  a further  350  houses  are  built  into  the  hillsides,  being 
either  partly  or  completely  below  ground  level  at  the  rear. 
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These  “ back  -to  -earth  ” houses  constitute  a serious  problem 
which  is  almost  peculiar  to  the  Calder  Valley  and  at  its 
worst  in  Hebden  Bridge.  The  problem  is  further  complicated 
by  the  fact  that,  in  not  a few  cases,  the  houses  built  over 
them  are  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

The  report  submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee 
envisaged  dealing  with  some  fourteen  clearance  areas  total- 
ling 398  houses  and  a further  85  houses  to  be  dealt  with 
individually.  This  report  was  accepted  and  a programme 
agreed  upon  to  deal  with  four  areas  totalling  208  houses, 
together  with  a further  42  houses  to  be  dealt  withi  individ- 
ually during  the  next  five  years,  the  remainder  to  be  dealt 
with  during  the  succeeding  five  years. 


1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  614 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  665 
2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub -head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations  597 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  607 


3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further  action: — 


(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  393 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub -head  3(a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation 221 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 

fit  as  a result  of  informal  action  2 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  (excluding 

those  in  (a)  above)  in  which  defects  were  reme- 
died as  a result  of  informal  action  40 


3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


nil 


ml 

nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  3 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  3 


(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  res- 
pect of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

4.  Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953,  Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of 
six  dwelling  houses. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  ml 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  nil 

E.  Proceedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  during 

the  year  nil 

2.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  areas  ...  nil 

3.  Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  nil 

4.  Action  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Clearance  Areas: — 

(a)  by  Clearance  Orders,  number  made  ...  nil 

(b)  by  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  num- 
ber made  nil 

5.  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demol- 
ished during  the  year  nil 

6.  Number  of  persons  re -housed  from  houses 

demolished  during  the  year  nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding 
(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  4 
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2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  4 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  22 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  nil 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  3 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  14 

5,  New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority:  Permanent  type  20 

Temporary  type  nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  3 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949 


Section  4. — Any  action  in  connection  with  advances  for 

purposes  of  increasing  housing  accommodation  none 
7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Grants  to  persons  other  than  Local  Authorities  for 


improvement  of  housing  accommodation. 

Number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  13 

Number  of  houses  where  improvements  have  been 

completed  6 

Total  amounts  of  grants  paid  , £871 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  a length  of  sewer  in  Back  Market 
Street  was  found  to  be  defective  and  action  was  taken  under 
sections  23  and  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  approxi- 
mately 85  yards  of  9 inch  sewer  being  relaid. 

Drains  tested  for  defects  7 

Drains  exposed  and  examined  1 

Drains  found  to  be  defective  , 7 

Defective  drains  repaired  3 

Drains  relaid  1 

New  branch  drains  examined  and  tested  36 

Drains  found  to  be  obstructed  8 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  8 

Drains  traced  to  outfall  1 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Observations  at  Redacre  Sewage  Works,  Mytholmroyd 


Total  Solid  Atmospher 

Deposit  Sulphur 


ic 


Rainfall 

(mms.) 

61 

41 


(tons  per 
sq.  mile) 

11.29 

10.14 


(mgrns.  per 
1,000  sq.  cm.) 
26.6 
17.5 


January 

February 


25 


March  

55 

11.12 

14.5 

April  

46 

11.8 

15.9 

May  

90 

16.9 

10.4 

June  

59 

19.3 

10.0 

July  

15 

16.1 

7.2 

August  

21 

12.4 

9.4 

September 

40 

29.7 

10.9 

October  

52 

25.47 

13.9 

November 

66 

13.0 

21.3 

December  . . . . 

153 

19.3 

20.5 

Observations  of  factory  chimneys  disclosed  only  one 
smoke  nuisance  during  the  year.  In  this  case  representations 
were  made  to  the  firm  and  subsequent  observations  have 
shown  no  further  statutory  nuisance. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

A total  of  thirteen  samples  of  water  from  various  private 
supplies  were  obtained  and  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these  samples  six  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory, four  showed  evidence  of  slight  contamination,  and 
three  showed  gross  pollution.  Notices  were  served  upon  the 
owners  of  six  dwelling  houses  requiring  the  provision  of  an 
adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  steps  will  be  taken  at  an  early  date  to  carry  out  these 
essential  improvements. 

All  six  samples  taken  from  Hebden  Bridge,  Mytholm- 
royd,  and  the  Birchcliffe  private  supply  showed  the  water 


to  be  free  from  dangerous  lead  content. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Cases  investigated: — 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Sonne  Dysentery  27 

Erysipelas  1 

Investigation  of  contacts  of  cases  outside  the  district: — 

Enteric  Fever  2 

Poliomyelitis  1 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  5 

Investigation  of  suspected  food  poisoning  6 

Faeces  specimens  obtained  for  examination  66 

Total  number  of  visits  149 

No.  of  library  books  disinfected  164 


No  major  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  occurred 
during  the  year,  but  there  was  a number  of  small  sporadic 
outbreaks  of  Sonne  Dysentery. 

All  the  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  proved  on 
investigation  to  be  negative. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  on  the  regis- 
ter which  is  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

FOOD 


Food  Inspection 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  animals 
inspected  and  the  quantities  of  food  condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

only 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected  235 

203 

17 

1008 

586 

Whole  carcases  condemned: 

Tuberculosis  only  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cysticercus  Bovis  — 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

Other  diseases  — 

— 

3 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned: 

Tuberculosis  only  25 

42 

— 

— 

B 

Cysticercus  Bovis  3 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Other  diseases  91 

62 

— 

86 

39 

Percentage  of  carcases  in- 
spected infected  with: 

Tuberculosis  11.06 

20.68 

— 

— 

2.38 

Cysticercus  Bovis  1.27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  38.7 

30.54 

17.9 

9.02 

6.82 

Weight  of  Food  Condemned 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs.  Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat  and  offals  

...  1 

5 

1 3 

8 

Food  in  containers: 

Meat  and  meat  products  12 

• • ♦ 

1 

0 7 

8 

Fish  and  fish  products  6 

• • • 

3 

12 

Milk  25 

• • ♦ 

25 

0 

Fruit  and  vegetables  ...  20 

♦ * ♦ 

21 

5 

63 

...  1 

6 

3 5 

1 

The  slaughterhouse  has  now  been  in  operation  for  a 
full  twelve  months  and  the  figures  above  showing  the  num- 
ber of  animals  inspected  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of 
work  involved  in  meat  inspection,  though  they  cannot  show 
the  time  necessarily  taken  in  this  work.  In  actual  fact,  meat 
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inspection  occupies  at  least  one  full  day  per  week  plus  a 
variable  number  of  hours  on  other  days.  It  must  be  empha- 
sised, however,  that  these  figures  cannot  form  a basis  for 
future  years  as  the  output  of  the  slaughterhouse  is  gradually 
increasing  and  the  total  number  of  animals  killed  will 
undoubtedly  be  higher  in  1956. 

Preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  food 


Type  of  Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Defects 
Found 

Number  of 
Defects 
Remedied 

Catering 

Establishments 

34 

2 

Food  Shops 

73 

14 

3 

2 

Bakehouses 

17 

9 

— 

2 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

11 

3 

— 

3 

Butchers’  Shops 

15 

4 

— 

— 

Preserved  Food 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Markets 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Hawkers 

2 

9 

— 

— 

Food  Factories 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

157 

— 

— 

School  canteens 

5 

1 r 

■ 

Ice  Cream 


No.  on  register  No.  of 

at  31st  Dec.,  1955  inspections 


Manufacturers  2 4 

Retailers  25  9 

Five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  and  submitted 
to  bacteriological  examination,  all  being  placed  in  grade  II. 

Out  of  the  twenty -five  retailers  on  the  register,  twenty- 
three  sell  pre-packed  ice-cream;  both  manufacturer - 
retailers  sell  loose  ice-cream. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Number  of  distributors  on  register,  31st  December,  1955  4 

Number  of  dairies  on  register,  31st  December,  1955  1 

Number  of  licences  in  force  at  31st  December,  1955: — 

Dealers  Supplementary 


3 3 

1 1 


Tuberculin  tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilized  
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Results  of  samples  submitted  to  bacteriological  exam- 
ination were  as  follows:— 

No.  of  No.  No. 

Grade  samples  satisfactory  unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  3 1 2 

Pasteurised  3 3 — 

Sterilized  — — — 

Ungraded  2 2 — 

In  addition,  two  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  exam- 
ined biologically  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Both 
were  negative. 

FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  SHOPS 
Factories 


Number 

Number  of 

Prosecutions 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Writt’n  N’tic’s 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4 and  6,  are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

5 

5 

(2)  Factories  (not  included  in 
(1)  above)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

145 

12 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outwork- 
rs’  premises). 

2 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

152 

19 

2 

— 

Premises  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Defects 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

VMM 

mmmmm 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

_ 

■ 



_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

■ 

m 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences : — 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 

2 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 
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Outworkers: 

There  were  73  outworkers  employed  by  firms  in  the  dis- 
trict, of  whom  40  reside  in  Hebden  Royd,  an  increase  in 
each  figure  of  one  over  the  previous  year.  No  instances  were 
found  of  work  being  carried  out  in  unsuitable  premises. 

Shops  Act: 

Contraventions  were  found  at  three  shops  during  the 
year  and  notices  were  served  in  each  case. 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

On  the  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  fifteen  hair- 
dressers’ or  barbers’  shops  on  the  register,  all  of  which  were 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  premises 

Found  to  be 

Treated 

Number  of 
notices  served 

infe 

Rats 

sted 

Mice 

by  Health 
Departm’t 

Treat- 

ment 

Rat 

Proofing 

Dwellinghouses 

8 

5 

13 

— 

3 

Business  Premises 

2 

1 

3 

■ 

■ 

Agricultural  Property  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Local  Authority 

(excluding 

houses) 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

12 

8 

20 

— 

3 

SEWERS 


TEST  BAITING  TREATMENT 

Total  No.  of  No.  of  man-  No.  showing  No.  of  man. 
manholes  holes  tested  takes  holes  tested 

Hebden  Bridge  170  18  3 7 

Mytholmroyd  190  20  2 6 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Quantities  of  refuse  collected  and  tipped: — 

loads  bins 

Domestic  refuse  1,701  — 

Night  soil  178  — 

Trade  refuse  136  7,778 

2,015  7,778 
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Cost  of  Service 


The  following  figures  are  calculated  from  information 
supplied  by  the  Financial  Officer  and  are  for  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1955. 


Expenditure 

Collection 

Disposal 

Salvage 


Income 

Trade  refuse  .... 
Tipping  charges 

Salvage  

Miscellaneous 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 


6146  15  8 
412  17  0 
291  7 10 

6851  0 6 


98  5 4 
127  7 8 
1198  1 1 

14  8 9 

1438  2 10 


Total  net  cost  £5,412  17  8 

A- — ■■  


Net  cost  per  load:  52/5£d. 


SALVAGE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1955 


Material 

Weight 
Tons  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Income 
£ s.  d. 

Waste  paper:  mixed 

153 

5 

2 

1212 

8 

10 

board 

24 

18 

2 

233 

0 

7 

Newsprint 

13 

1 

1 

128 

8 

5 

Ferrous  metal 

5 

18 

3 

23 

15 

0 

Non-ferrous  metal 

16 

1 

58 

5 

0 

Light  Scrap 

11 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

Textiles 

2 

10 

0 

41 

0 

0 

Total 

211 

10 

1 

1718 

17 

10 

31 


. 


. 


. 


. 


> : ® 


'wfo  t'v 


; 


■ 


•;  ■ :v-'; 


■ \.t*  v 


■ sS 

*-*Wi 


. 


■ 


■ . 


* 


V 4f:' 

;?• 


■ 

*,  • ■..  ■ 


r . **&?«?  ’ ' ■ : * y 

■£  'gm 


. ...  . 


- \ ■"■V."- 

./V 


< . 


2T : 


